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Joseph Donkey Anthony Destefano was born on January 1, 1920, in the
small town of Castellammare del Golfo, Sicily. He was the youngest of six
children born to poor farmers. From a young age, Joseph showed signs of
being a remarkable child. He was intelligent, curious, and had a natural
talent for music.

When Joseph was 10 years old, his family immigrated to the United States.
They settled in the Italian neighborhood of Bensonhurst, Brooklyn. Joseph
quickly adapted to his new life in America. He learned English, excelled in
school, and became involved in the local community.

After graduating from high school, Joseph attended Brooklyn College. He
studied business and music. After graduating from college, Joseph worked
as an accountant for a few years. But his true passion was music. He loved
to play the piano, sing, and write songs.

In 1950, Joseph married the love of his life, Rosemarie. They had four
children together. Joseph was a devoted husband and father. He loved
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spending time with his family, and he always put their needs before his

own.

In addition to his family, Joseph was also passionate about his community.
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus, the ltalian-American Club,
and the Bensonhurst Community Council. He was always willing to lend a
helping hand to anyone in need.

Joseph Donkey Anthony Destefano was a truly extraordinary man. He was
a successful businessman, a loving husband and father, and a tireless
community volunteer. But beneath his unassuming exterior lay a heart of
gold and a spirit that burned brighter than the sun. He will be dearly missed
by all who knew him.

Here are a few of Joseph Donkey Anthony Destefano's most notable
accomplishments:

= He was the founder and president of the Bensonhurst Community
Council.

= He was a member of the Knights of Columbus for over 50 years.
= He was a member of the ltalian-American Club for over 40 years.
= He was a recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.
= He was inducted into the Brooklyn College Hall of Fame.
Joseph Donkey Anthony Destefano passed away on January 1, 2020, at

the age of 100. He is survived by his wife, Rosemarie; his four children; and
his nine grandchildren.



Joseph Donkey Anthony Destefano was a true American success story. He
came to this country with nothing but his dreams, and he achieved
everything he set out to do. He was a role model for all who knew him, and
his legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.
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